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none of them will be solved at all. The 
American people must conduct this debate 
with dignity. They must remember that 
we’re a nation of immigrants. They must 
understand—they must remember that 
throughout our history, people have come 
to America because this is a place where 
they can pursue their dreams no matter 
who they are or where they’re from. 

Mexican Americans have brought with 
them a culture based upon faith in God, 
a deep love for family, and a belief that 
hard work leads to a better life. Every im-
migrant who lives by these values makes 
the United States a better country, makes 
our future brighter as one nation under 
God. 

Across America tomorrow, there will be 
many celebrations of Cinco de Mayo. The 
performances we’re going to see today rep-
resent some of the very fine talent. It re-
minds us that we’re a nation that is strong 
because of our diversity. There’s going to 
be a lot of traditional music, a lot of pretty 

good Mexican food too, I bet you. [Laugh-
ter] Kind of reminds us of Texas, doesn’t 
it, Ambassador? 

May God continue to bless all of us who 
are fortunate enough to live in this land, 
and may God continue to bless our country 
and the many sons and daughters of Mexico 
who call our Nation home. Happy Cinco 
de Mayo. And now it is my pleasure to 
introduce one of Mexico’s great talents, 
Graciela Beltran. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:57 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Robin Barreto, wife 
of Small Business Administration Adminis-
trator Hector V. Barreto, Jr.; Victor G. 
Cabral, husband of Treasurer of the United 
States Anna Escobedo Cabral; Mexico’s Am-
bassador to the U.S. Carlos Alberto de Icaza 
Gonzalez; and entertainer Graciela Beltran 
of Mexico. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript 
of these remarks. 

Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Port Security 
Legislation 
May 4, 2006 

I am pleased that the House of Rep-
resentatives today passed a bill to enhance 
the security of our Nation’s ports. I look 

forward to working with Congress on pas-
sage of legislation that will make our people 
safer and facilitate trade. 

Remarks at the American Jewish Committee’s Centennial Dinner 
May 4, 2006 

[The President’s remarks are joined in 
progress.] 

——I want to thank the Members of 
Congress who are here. I appreciate the 
members of the diplomatic corps who have 
joined us today. I want to pay a special 
tribute to a friend of mine from Texas who 

has done a superb job as the Chairman 
of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council, 
and that’s Fred Zeidman. 

My administration shares a strong com-
mitment with the AJC to make sure rela-
tions between Israel and America remain 
strong. We have so much in common. 
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